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letter 

FROM  A 

Citizen  oiPort-Roy aim  Jamaica, 

<r  - 


T  O  A 

Citizen  of  A Iew™l  ork ; 


Relating  to  fome  Extraordinary  Meafures, 

Lately  fet  on  Foot  in  that  Island: 


LONDON: 


Printed  for  J.  Johnson,  in  Ludgate-Strah 


m,pcc,lvl 


LETTER,  &c. 


S  I  R, 

THE  Gentlemen  of  your  Colony  being 
reputed  fuperior  to  us,  in  political  know- 
lege  ;  and  our  Conftitution,  upon  the 
fame  model ;  we  pray  your  information  touch¬ 
ing  certain  obflrufe  Points,  hitherto  unknown  a. 
mong  us :  not  doubting  your  candid  anfwer,  W  a 
man  who  is  neither  dependant  upon  any  Adrm 
niftration,  nor  linked  with  any  Party ;  but  a  rea. 
and  fteddy  friend  to  the  Conftitution ;  not  otherl 
wife  concerned  in  the  fubjeft  of  this  Letter,  but 
merely  as  a  Member  of  the  Community  i  havi  g 
no  kind  of  perfonal  intereft  in  this  matter,  but 
as  his  private  Fortune  is  connected  with  th$ 
welfare  of  the  Ifland. 

You  cannot  be  a  ftanger  to  the  many  uryufti* 
fiable  Meafures,  purfued  by  a  late  ill-advife 
vernor  of  this  Ifland  ;  Meafures,  chiefly  imputed 
to  his  fecretary  and  a  Favourite  Ecclefiaft.c— 
To  facilitate  his  Meafures,  Scnblers  were  fetat 
work  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  People,  and 
poflefs  them  with  the  deftrudive  error  te  a  e 
device  of  bad  minifters)  that  no  fuch  thing 
virtue  exifts  in  the  world. 

Before  his  arrival,  Letters  were  fent,  importing 
threats  to  turn  fuch  of  the  member  o  ^ 
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fembly  as  were  P]ace-men,  out  of  their  employ- 
ments,  if  they  d.d  not  implicitly  comply  with  his 
leafures  :  Very  wrong  ones,  you  may  believe  • 
therwife,  this  extraordinary  Step  would  have 
een  unneceflary  :  But,  to  the  honour  of  our 
Members,  the  more  they  were  threatened,  the 
more  determined  were  they,  to  unite  and  oppofe. 

ari-^iTGn0Tn0rend  hisAdvifers,foon  after  his 
ival  finding  that  menaces  could  not  prevail 

with  the  Defendants  of  Britain,  then  betook 

themfelves  to  corruption ;  much  more  bare-faced 

ian  any  ever  pradtifed  before,  in  this  Illand. 

They  tempted  us  with  Money,  Places  and 
Penfions;  but  with  little  fuccefs.  lean  alTure 

S-  rneSr re.  r  WH°  haVe  n0t  Pub,icfc 
pnt’  true  Sterling  fentiments  of  Britilh  Liberty. 

trifuT^rn'1, 1'!  ^'7  °f  indirect  means  were,  in  vain, 
tried  to  obtain  his  ends ;  he  then  fuddeniy  pro 

rogued  our  AlTembly  ;  in  a  manner,  farce cZ 

bdore  heard  of,  in  this  Ifland; purely  to  prevent 

Monarch  Cnting  h,S  Meafures>  to  our  excellent 

I  fhan’t  detain  you  with  a  detail  of  the  extra. 

after  the  p"*6*^*8  of  that  Adminiftration 
a- ter  the  Prorogation  ;  and  the  more  extraordi’ 

Bu7<hirnT5anCeS  °f  t,1C  GoVernor’s  departure - 
CT  'tr  10  the  Pr'nciPal  ^f.gn  of  this 
cjuSns  8  y°Ur  anfwer  t0  the  followi^ 

«  J 

Wbcn  the  Speaker  of  your  Aflembly  inclines 

to 
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tn  nm't  the  Chair,  does  he  fairly  and  openly  »«" 
flgn  it  to  thofe  who  appointed  him  ;  or  does  ic, 
by  finifter  and  clandeftine  means,  endeavour  - 
eftablifh  a  fucceffor ;  before  thofe  who  crcat 
f  •  Stwlifr  know  any  thing  of  his  intended 

refienation  •  a  fucceffor,  who  raufi  (whatever  be 

h ffri  endowments)  unavoidably,  from  v. 

riety  of  immovable  caufes,  create  geneial  dil 
content,  by  taking  that  Chair . 

If  your  Speaker  fhould,  by  under-hand  artifi¬ 
ces  and  machinations,  at  the  clofe  of  a  Segn 

endeavour  to  compafs  the  intrufion  of togK 
when  many  Members  were  abfcnt,  and  the  re 
maining  few,  aftonifhed  at  the  fuddenefs,  as  weu 

as  nature  of  the  deep-concerted  blow;  what  fteps 

would  you  take, duringtheProrogation  and  what 

at  the  next  meeting  of  your  aflembly?  W odd  you 
not  for  ever  renounce  every  Man,  acting  y 
part  in  fueh  deteftable  combinatwn  ^0UW  ^ 
not  .inftantly  revive  thofe  pub  he >fp>i r‘ted  NIf 

ino-s  which,  in  every  free  Country ,  are  tnc  iui 

eft  means  of  preferying  the  Conftitution,  aSaiP, 
♦iie  fchemes  of  ambitious  men;  Meetings,  w 

T'lTSn  a  late  dangorous  Admmrftra.ron  r  and 

have  frnce  been  induftnoufly  and  moft  art  u  y 
difcouraged?  Would  you  not,  rn  *ofcM«ttng, 
r-r rmment  unon  the  uncommon  and  critical  mu 
ation  of  your  public  affairs ;  boldly  representing 
Men  and  Meafures  in  their  true  light  -.mfpinng 
the  People  with  juft  indignation,  againft  th 
whofe  Feelings  for  their  .Country  areutterly  ex- 
tincniifhed  bv  dire  ambition  and  fordid  avar  , 
animating  your  Feilow-fubje&s,  with  theftrong- 
eft  and  wlrmeft  fentimems  of  eftcem,  for  menrf 
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fiC  !ir^’.th,eon ,y  reaI  Gmudi«M  of  the 

5  g?hin«  d.Pr,Vl  CfS“  °f  rle  PeoP]eiand,  above 
all  tilings,  upon  all  occafions,  demonftrating 

foeve^re^rH  tmem-fr0m  ^^rs,  how  «*£ 
oevtr  repeated,  can,  many  degree,  impair  vour 

Zl"f1,ap’ClT"' '°  that  '"“ftrious  H„„fe  af. 

S&SSjSEST  3  Bmi'r>  ****** 

♦ 

If  any  Speaker  in  yourCountry  Ihould  ever  be 
hardy  enough,  to  attempt  thus  furreptitioufly  to 
obtrude  a  lucceflbr;  could  you,  by  any  rE  of 

rLd  °yeWarCl  h‘S  P«fidy  at  tL  public 
dolt,  and  finding  it  neceffary  to  bribe  hint  with 

ir  i n ! n t0°  larf  forrone  Payment,  therefore  fplit 

IU  t,  I  mber  °f  annual  §a,es’  am°unting  in 

3wh°  *  t0  UP3Wards  °f  flXty  thoufand  pounds 
olou  currency  ?  a  model!:  pluck,  out  of  the  pub- 

b““° 

nil5ou!f ,y°«r  Speaker  enjoy  lucrative  employ¬ 
ments  all  his  Iifejuntil  he  were,  by  years,  render¬ 
ed  incapable  to  bear  the  toils  of  his  office;  then 

notfh!nkh-he?nft  proper  mannet ;  would  you 
not  think  him  fully  recompenfed,  by  a  folendid 

prov,fc„  f„,  |fc,  If,in  , be  improper 

ia  ’v  !eiC,U;  l  y  covcnan,cd  10  refign,  for  pecu- 
k.f'  8,vlnS  “P  his  friends, and  theCaufe 
which  he  avowed  as  the  Caufe  of  his  Country  to 

tlmk heTer&neWS  ‘  WlUt  W0“ld 

condS?  3  nirn  , 01011,(1  be  rewarded  for  fuch 

everv  °f  che  P“b,ic  money ;  would  not 

puhHc  tnJe<^i  W  10  pai(1  n,s  Proportion  to  the 

loud  V  to  ’  laV,e  an,evident  "S'">  openly  and 
loudly  to  complain  ?  Should  this  gentleman 

happen 


« 
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happen  to  be  a  man,  who  had  fet  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  popular  Intereft,  to  fupport  conftituti- 
onal  Meafures;  and,  having  thusinfinuated  him¬ 
felf  into  full  confidence  of  the  People  ;  then,  all 
at  once,  in  Abufe  of  that  Confidence,  betray 
thofe  who  confided  in  him  ;  would  you  not, 
for  your  own  prefervation,  oppofe  him ; 
and,  for  Example,  expole  him  :  however 
grievous  might  be  the  neceflity,  of  exhibit¬ 
ing  to  the  Publick,  in  true  colours,  a  man,  once 
venerable  among  you  ? — Unhappy  man  !  to  be 
treated  with  all  tendernefs,  the  public  Intereft 
can  bear. 

One  Family  here,  and  theirAlliance,in  a  great 
meafure,  fway  the  Revenue  and  Treafury  -.They 
lately,  in  a  manner,  had  the  very  Government 
of  the  Illand  in  them,  (their  weight  there,  was 
no  fecret)  And  it  is  generally  apprehended,  that 
it  will  be  fo  again _ Sheriffs,who  have  great¬ 

ly  in  their  power,  our  lives,  liberties  and  pro¬ 
perties, will  then  be  chiefly  nominated  by  them. 
All  men  know  what  this  Ifland  lately  felt,  by 
partial  and  arbitrary  fheriffs.  The  known  and 
reiparkable  Aflociate  of  this  Family,  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Clergyman  here ;  and  is  fuppofed,  with 
their  aid,  very  largely  to  influence  two  other 
momentous  Bodies.  Who  can  forget  what  this 
Ifland  has  already  felt,  by  this  dangerous  man  ; 
at  prefcnt,  in  a  political  fituation,  alike  uncom¬ 
mon  and  fufpicious:  feemingly  difcarded,  the 
road,  open  for  his  return:  No  kind  of  fatisfadtory 
publick  aflurance  given,  that  he  fhall  hereafter 
be  excluded. 

Confider  the  means  of  influence,  annexed  to 
the  monftrous  Benefice  of  this  American  Pope  ; 
it’s  large  Patronage,  excenflve  power  of  F — s, 

an  4 
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and  immenfe  Effate  in  fugar  Plantations:  which 
:>eing  fanned  out  in  parcels,  upon  determinable 
ieafes  of  great  value,  to  many  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  the  liland  ;  ftrengthens  hisinflu- 
ence,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fcarce  any  man  of 
the  {Land  can  cope  with  him  :  Then  weigh  the 
consequences;  fhoiild  a  family  already  poffeffed 
of  fuch  formidable  means  of  influence,  and  mod 
intimately  connected  with  a  man  of  his  dan«er- 
ous  turn  of  mind  and  overgrown  Weight  Pro¬ 
cure  the  Lead  in  our  AfTembly.  8  ’  P 

Refled  upon  the  date  of  our  affairs,  relative 
to  tne  public-money.  •  An  immenfe  redundancy 
m  the  I  reafury,  amountingto  more  than  half  the 
current  cafh  of  this  Ifiand  :  Large  future  redun¬ 
dancies,  likely  to  accrew;  the  ordinaryDuties  be¬ 
ing  continued,  although  the  public  coffers  be 
full :  Groundlefs  Claims,  of  mod  dangerous 
i  endency,  concerning  our  public  money,  lately 
fet  up  :  7  hofe  Claims,  dill  unrelinquished  ;  nay 
perfided  in ;  acquiefced  under :  The  Ends 
partly  effeded :  Unmerited  Penfiotis,  greatly’ 
exorbitantly  increafing:  The  Affembly,  filent! 

If  Vigilance  was  neceflary  under  the  late  Go¬ 
vernment  ;  is  it  not  much  more  neceflary  now  ; 
when  the  Indruments  of  carrying  thefe  danger¬ 
ous  Claims  into  execution,  are  fo  manifedly  and 
o  greatly  enlarging  their  power  ;  and  a  main 
lupporter  of  the  Rights  of  the  People,  taken  off. 

.  prefent  date  of  our  political  affairs  does, 
in  many  rtipects,  mofl  nearly  concern  us-  ’Tis 
a  fubjccf.of  the  highed  moment  to  confide" 

Vv  no, but  a  man  that  wifiies  to  Share  in  the  Spoils, 
will  openly  deny  this,  or  fecretly  oppoie  it  ? 

The 
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The  Rule  in  Politics,  for  fome  time  paft,  feems 
o  have  been,  that  of  poftponing  and  amufing  : 
he  Adminiflration,  fmooth,  deep  and  blent ;  as 
fold  purpofes  were  to  be  carried  on,  by  new 
Vfeafures  ;  and  the  Machiavilian  Eccleliaftic, 
onning  his  Part.  We  trace  him  in  quality  of  a 
ecret  advifer;  ftill  a  Prompter  behind  the  fcene; 
eady  to  come  upon  the  ftage,  as  loon  as  the 
iudience  is  prepared  :  and  we  lee  no  means 
mitted,  to  prepare  them. 

Such  is  the  infeperable  Ally,  of  the  intended 
Speaker  of  our  Allembly;  fuch,  the  Speaker,  fm- 
;led  out  for  co-operation  with  this  remarkable 
Uly  ; — fuch,  our  impending  danger. 

Do  thefe  gentlemen  flatter  themfelves,  that 

ommon  fenfe  is  excluded  from  all  of  human 

* 

lace,  but  themfelves  ?  Does  a  man  live  among 
is,  without  difcernment  fufficient  to  fee  the  ten- 
lency  of  this  unprecedented  ingrofsment  of 
Jower  ?  which,  however  exorbitant,  muft  ftill  be 
enlarged.  Not  content  with  ruling, almoft  wholly 
ind  abfolutely,  in  our  Council  ;  they  muft  afpire 
o  prefide  in  the  remainingBranch  of  theLegifla- 
ture  ^  to  take  the  Chair  of  our  Allembly,  and  aft 
"ume  the  Lead  there  ;  and,  defpairing  of  fuccefs 
3y  a  fair  Eledtion,  then  lay  a  Scheme  to  entrap 
the  Members,  and  take  the  Chair  by  ftratagem. 
Should  fuch  intrigues  prove  fuccefsful;  what  is 
there,  that  may  not  be  apprehended  from  fuch 
enormous  Powers,  centering  in  one  Family  ? 
What  public  Confidence  can  any  People 

place  in  men,  who  take  fuch  means  to  obtain 
their  ends  ? 

Even 


I 
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Even  before  our  late  Governor, with  his  feci 
tary  and  fpiritual  Aid-du-camp,  were  pleafed 
attack  us  ;  we  were  openly  told,  that  it  woui 
prove  fruitless  to  oppofe  this  rifing  Family;  as  tl 
force  of  their  powerful  Allyance  muft,  in  tf 
event,  be  hifficient  to  bear  down  ail  oppofitioi 
Laying  afide  thisfortuitotis  Allyance(if,  in  the( 
vent,theirMeafuresfufFerit  to  prove  fortuitous  i 
them)  where  lyes  the  preeminent  Title  of  th 
afpiring  Family,  to  this  general  Dominion  ovc 
their  fellow-fubjeCts  ?  Is  their  aggrandifement  t 
be  the  momentous  aim,  under  the  adminiftn 
tion  of  a  man,  happy  in  his  character  and  de 
/cent,  in  the  efteem  of  his  Prince  andconfidenc 
of  the  People  ?  is  there  not  room  to  conclude 
that  fome  uncommon  degree  of  milinformatioi 
and  deception  muft  have  intervened;  to  produo 
Actions,  thus  inconfiftent  with  Characters?  with 
out  difparagement,  be  it  fpoken.  No  difhonou 
in  a  fubjeCt,  to  be  milled.^ — The  common  fate 
of  Kings. 
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At  who Pe  door,  muft  this  deception  be  laid  i 
the  qu  eft  ion,  points  out  the  anfwer;  ano 

Characters  confirm  it.  Our  Chief  came  unble- 
mifbed  among  us.  Happy!  thrice  happy!  had  he 
come  without  Ailyances.  His  lecretary  (not  like 
our  former  fecretary,  who  ftole  out  of  this  Ifland 
by  night,  for  fear  of  infults  from  an  inflamed  Po¬ 
pulace,  in  refentment  for  publick  injuries)  has 
given  fuch  evidence  of  uprightnefs,  throughout 
his  general  conduct,  as  muft  exempt  him  from 
every  kind  of  difhonourable  imputation.  Who, 
therefore,  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  worked  under 
ground,  at  the  treacherous  Mine  ;  but  thofe  you 
iee  prepared,  to  take  advantage  by  the  fpringing 
of  it  ? 

Why, 
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Why,thefe  Doings,  inanlfland,  alike  remark- 
ble  for  Loyalty  and  Tranquility  \  ever  ready  to 
levote  their  perfons  and  Eftates,  to  the  fer- 
ice  of  their  Prince  ?  One  fingle  County  in  the 
lorthern  part  of  this  Ifland,  during  the  time  of 
he  late  Rebellion  in  Scotland,  offered  to  railc 
.0,000  men;  the  Gentlemen,  to  inlift,  as  private 
ftdiers,  forencouragement  oftheirTenants;  and 
srve  hisMajefty,  untill  the  Rebellion  lhouid  be 
uppreffed.  Was  not  this  ,a  cordial  proof  of  the 
trongeft  attachment?  Will  you  (for  this  is  ad- 
Ireffed  to  anyBritifli  fubjedt)  will  you  do  fuch  a 
>eoplethediihcnour,toput  the  private  intereft  of 
;  few  mercenary  men,  in  the  fcale  againft  them? 
/Vill  you  do  fuch  a  People  the  injustice,  to  give 
hem  a  moment  of  general  difquietudc,  for  the 
jrivategratification  of  any  afpiring  Individuals  ? 
AHio  is  the  mamthat  can  anfwerforadvifing  fuch 
vleafures,  at  any  time  ;  particularly,  at  this  ? 
Arhat  fenfe,what  Deteftation,  that  diftinguifhed 
bounty  have,  of  fome  of  our  prefen t  political 
Vleafuies,  may  be  very  eafily  known :  They 
j:e,  in  no  fort,  fhy,  in  declaring  their  opinions. 

Men,  free  born  and  liberally  educated,  are 
above  difguife:  Hypocrify,  they  give  up  to  Para- 
fites.  No  degree  of  Court-Artifice  can  polfibly 
cover  their  fentiments,  from  men  in  power,  who 
defire  to  know,  and  take  proper  means  ol  infor¬ 
mation,  and  the  fenfe  of  that  county  will,  in  the 
event,  undoubtedly  be  found,  the  general  fenie 
of  this  blanch  Men,  who  chufe  to  know  it’s  real 

fenfe.haveno  excufefor  their  ignorance. 

*  \ 

„  The  p  ropei*  Refiedions  upon  this  important 
fubjeft,  we  fubmit  to  a  noble  Perfonage,  bred  up 
in  Principles  of  Whiggifm  and  Liberty;  effentia! 

Ingredients 


J 


1 
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Ingredients  in  any  man,  fit  to  prefide  over  th 
loyal  Ifiand  ;  an  Wand,  never  parfimonious  ofi 
Blood  or  Treafuie;  never  (fincethe  glorious  R 
volution)  once  known  to  repine,  at  any  Tax  fc 
fupport  of  Government. 

Without  murmur,  we  chearfully  affent  to’th 
granting  of  our  publicMoney,  in  liberal  Penfion: 
For  real  public  fervice.  Should  fome  defignin 
Minifter  pervert  the  proper  ufe  of  Penfions;  an 
apply  them  to  corrupt  the  Guardians  of  the  Pec 
pie ;  ye  friends  of  the  Conftitution, without  part 
diftindionsfdiftindtions,  generally  raifed  by  era; 
ty  Statefmen,  to  play  you  at  one  another]  wi 
call  upon  you  to  anfwer,  what  would  you  think 
Ye  Siumberers,  if  fuch  there  be,  would  not  thi 
awaken  you  ?  If  not,  take  your  eternal  Reft. 

Would  the  divine  Lord  RulTel,whofe  memor 
is  revered  by  men  of  knowledge  and  public 
fpirit  all  over  Europe;  would  he,  for  any  earthl 
Confideration,  have  been  a  Party  to  any  tranfac 
tion,  inconfiftent  with  the  Honour,  the  Intereft 
or  the  Libertys  of  England  ?  He  died,  not  to  en 
Have, but  to  free  his  Country.  In  your  laft  Letter 
you  defired  me  to  Inform  you,  whether  the  di 
redfion  of  the  popular  intereft  among  us,  be  con 
fined  to  one,  twoor  three  great  men  ;  intimating 
a  report  among  you,  that  thefe  fuppofed  Direct 
tors,  have  the  very  Tongues  of  our  People,  and 
the  Voices  of  the  Affembly  in  their  pockets.  ] 
am  amazed  you  could  afk  fuch  a  queftion  ;  yot 
who  know,  that  Britifh  Blood  runs  in  ourVeins: 
and  the  Spirit  of  Englilhmen,  in  our  Hearts.  If  ii 
v/erepoflible  for  the  combined  devices  of  men 
ro  imprefs  pufilanimity,  ignorance  and  depravi¬ 
ty 
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ty  upon  the  Generality  *,  you  would  find  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  the  reft,  redoubled. 

The  truth  is,  the  Conftable  of  the  Watch, be* 
ing  bribed  to  divert  the  men  from  attending 
their  duty,  took  all  upon  himfelf;  they  trufted 
him  i  and  we,  trufting  them,  compofed  ourfelyes 
in  deep'  fecurity :  We  overflept ;  but  are  now 
fufHciently  awakened,  to  watch' the  Watch-MenJ 
Allure  your  friends  and  ours, that’ this  free  Ifland 
is  not  in  the  hands  of  any  one,  two  or  three  great 
men  whatfoever.  If  any  fuch  prefume  to  anfwer 
for  managing  it ;  they  will  deceive,  by  promif- 
ing  more  than  they  can  perform.  We  are  not 
to  be  put  back  and  forward,  like  the  hand  of  a 
dock.  Right  Meafures  will  ever  keep  us  quiet; 
and  wrong  ones,  ever  difcompofe  us.  It  is  with 
us,  as  with  all  men  of  conftitutional  Freedom: 
Every  Ruler  can  vary  our  tempers,  and  change 
to  Storm  or  Calm,  ashepleafes.  There  may 
poflibly  be  men,  vain  enough  to  deceive  them- 
felves,  magnifying,  in  theirown  eyes,  their  own 
ftrength;or  difingenuqus  enough, to  mifreprefent 
their 'ftrengdi;  or  fanciful  enough,  to  imagine 
that  they  can  ingen ioufiy  ftrike  out  a  new,  fuc- 
cefsful  fyftem  of  Policy  ;  and  rely  upon  fupport- 
ingit,  by  Meafures,  fubverfiveof  the  Rights  of 
the  People.  Such  chymerical  projects  can  n^ver 
prevail,  againft  the  natural  Weight  and  Intereft 
of  a  free  People,  properly  informed. 

W  e  wifli  the  publick  Meafures,  to  he  always 
conftitutiona!  and  juft.  It  is  our  bufinefs  to  exert 
our  conftitutional  ftrength,  for  the  fruftrating  of 
every  Meafure,  which  doth  not  anfwer  this  de- 
feription  ;  if  we  were  reftrained  herein,  it  would 
be  equal,  whether  we  lived  in  Jamaica  or  St. 
Domingo,  in  Britain  or  Turky. 
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Your  Liberties  are  dear  to  us,  as  our  own;  we 
know  them,  to  be  infeperable.  Deftroy  Liberty 
in  any  branch  of  the  Britifh  Territories;  and  it  is 
impaired,  in  all.  Leaders  of  the  People  may,  in 
continued  fucceffion,  pofiibly  betray  us  and  you; 
the  People  themfelves,  never  will.  Rely  upon 
this ;  in  every  Age  and  every  emergency,  every 
repeated  inftance  of  evil  treatment  fromLeaders 
every  fnare  laid  to  take  us,  every  new  danger 
incurred,  however  Toothing  the  Adminiftration, 
-  muft  neceffai  ily  rivet  this  Ifland  ftill  clofer  to 
you,  for  the  common  prefervation. 
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